F O U N D A T I O N S O F C O M P U T I N G A N D D E C I S I O N S C I E N C E S
No. 1 ISSN 0867-6356 e-ISSN 2300-3405 DOI: 10.1515/fcds-2018-0001
October 1957, he joined the Société de Mathématiques Appliquées (SMA), a joint venture between Paribas and an independent consulting company. SMA quickly became SEMA (Société d'Économie et de Mathématiques Appliquées) and, after having created several subsidiaries in Europe, SEMA (Metra International). After translating into French the new book of C.W. Churchman, R.L. Ackoff and E.L. Arnoff "Introduction to Operations Research", in 1958, Bernard started to work on applied OR problems. Bernard worked on a variety of problems such as: scheduling, probability and queuing theory, data analysis, transportation studies, cutting stock, location, finance. While working on several scheduling problems, he developed and refined the "activity on node formulation" in project scheduling. In between contracts, Bernard started working on his PhD dissertation devoted to Graph Theory and its applica- Bernard Roy was the author of several books and hundreds of research papers. He has been the advisor of numerous graduate and doctoral students.
Bernard Roy's main contributions focus on two broad themes:
• Graph Theory with path-breaking contributions to the theory of flows in networks and project scheduling (with the invention of the 'activity-on-nodes' method).
• Multiple Criteria Decision Aiding with the invention of the family of ELECTRE methods and methodological contributions to decision aiding that have led to the creation of the European School of MCDA.
He was active in research until the last days of his life. His recent research addressed robustness in operational research and decision aiding, and multiple criteria tools for collective decision (called "concertation" in French). His personality was non-dissociable from his family, and especially his lovely wife Françoise, with whom he had five children. Françoise passed away in 2015. Their house in Sèvres was particularly warm and friendly to the guests. Meetings at their table covered with dishes prepared by Françoise and wines chosen by Bernard were a feast at once gastronomic and intellectual, refined in simplicity.
